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When the Berlin Wall was attacked and
conguered Dy ann aglitated moeds in 1989, 7
wis followed quickiy |:|:|-I e dearing down
of statives of e obd regimes in Laslern
Evrogue. Maore recently, In 20603 ihe wardcd
whtmessed thie sttack (norhe stabwe of
Saddamy Hussedn in Baghdad; although
very miveh staged for the media, thiene wis
dcertaln cathartic (avour o the evenl,
Lirthe sras ddone in Treland in 1922 —there
was o ol prouring ofanger and griel
apgainst British symbods, Inoreality, the only
thing the Free State govermment did as
regards ‘change’ was to purchase a couple
of harrdred tons of green point and véemeer
owvel the ted posiboxes, amd annoance with
a cerlinin satinficd pride thal "now we Jave
acountry’. The most chvious exasepde of
thi ‘renationalisation’ of Treland was thie
Llowing up of Melson's Pillar In 1966, One
cogled argue that thie most notalile aspect of
ihe Mllar s that ibwas blown Lijr bt Eesnall
Falloi does not coneentrate specifically on
this aspect of the monument; mather he hag
written an entlee history of Melson® Pillar,

Cionsidering thal moe oone bas ever
been charged for destroying the Milar,
writing about ir could 1w raaght weith diffi-
culty, Tt Fallom dews not skirt around the
isatie of who phimted the device. He
explains that it wis sol the IRA per s wiha
wire responsibe bt alher an olfshaot,
The bombing ol Melson’s Pillar is now
kncwry toe e Been thae actlen af one-tme
miembers of the "Cheistle Groug’, a
metwork of republican activists buil
apound the charismatic Joe Chelstle, One
rispubalican who was Close o Clristhe s
Limm Sugchiffe, wiho, Fallon expiains, 'is the
ol memnbier of the proup o Bave palbilicly
:»:|'|-|:!-I-:¢'r| af the attack o the Melson Pilla,
I ZOHID Suikcliffe spoke candidly about his
poslid ini the destroction of the monument
il was subscquently guestioned by the
Ceardak, whicl T .lelu-.irlul_:,- ci=cribiad s
being similar fo someone being aroested in
tha 1550y for taking over the GIERCr 4
1906", How many thmes have we heand the
Lide ol hum every window within a mile of
the Pellar was blown in when the Army
Corps of Engincers demalishied the remain-
ing stump? Fallon quotes from Tony Killinn
andd dermonstnates that this may b the
studf of wrban legend—at o E5,000 “Hhie
damage claims foom the second explosion
wie less thin a quarter of those Liem Lhe
initial hiast'

Fallen does not concentrate all his
effocts an MNelsom. Whe are treated 1000 comi-
plete It of the various maonuments and
avimbiesls that suflesed attack or were
removed officially over th twentizth
century. For instande, Caeen Victoria—the
“Farnie Cluceny’, as hande Gonne chimstemncd
her—was sguatting on Leinster Lawn for o
number of yeaes, keeping her eyve an the
Irish in the ol After muoch discusslon
during the reign of Eamon de Valera as 1o
whsat to dio with the stanee, she was remwoved
by 1948 and stored inoa muostumm averspill
i e old retormatory in Dodngean,; Cao,
CHfaly. In 1986 the statue waas gifted (o ghae
people of Sydney in preparation for the
City’s bicentennial vear in 1988,

Thie book B wrbltess n Fallon's easw-
polngand accessible sivle and contilng
pleaty of lifte msgrets and anccdotes, The
capheraticin #0 hlow up the Pillae was code.
narmed ‘Humply Dumpty’, whiich brings o
mind fovee's prescient ‘Ballad of Persse
CVReilly" im Flpappme s Whake: "Hiove you
beard of one Humpty Dumpty, How he fell
with a rodl angd o romble!, et The acoount
o thes stealing of Melson’s head and 115 50l
serpuent display o Bénny Grayv's antique
shop in London i particatarky interesting.

A pegands the declsion 1o bow up the
Pilliar, it seems that, Hkeall goosd ideas, it
wils st discussedl by Suncliffe ' o Bar
ant e Clnarndin Road in Belfast, odt of @
beldief that the jubllee ol the Easter Bising
wiotllif be better marked by removing the
Acdmiral ehan “fuections and dinners”
crrgganized by Ll State'. Thie Sprne ol Light,
desigrmed by a fieme of aechilects in Londen,
wins conmipleted in 20008, and when inter-
wiewedl By thie frish Thmes Lian Sutcliffe
st thuint IE was "a much betier thing to
have o the main street thanan ald
toreign acrmiral with @ broken wom and o
missing leg’

e il s wiell lEpstrated with a
feemberofl rnages that ane rrely seen,
imelsding o scleet lew by ol O Db,
who was lucky soaaghe o have a camera
aril B in the right ploce on more than one
peasion, Not only did he capture some
great shots of the destroved Fillar bat he
also managed toostemble upon a cadoad of
stucdenis smuggling Melson's head al
Killiney, Although the ook i fairly priced
at =149, T wioulid happily have pald a bit
extrd for better-gquality glossy papes o da
justice o the wondesful photogrephs,
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